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PUTTING

In His Home-town Pa-
,,ers,EnRoute by Land
and Sea, the Stranger
Is To Be Told Why
This City Is Just the
Place for a Visit

EN tell of the hospitality of the

Arabs, who, if you believe every-

thing you hear about these sheiks,

protect the traveler who has par.
taken of their salt.

Men tell, too, of the munificence of the
courtly dons and hidalgos of Spain, whose
puests need only express admiration of any
of their host's possessions to be presented
with it.

A byword in thi= broad land of ours is
good old-fashioned Southern hospitality.

And now a new proverb is about to be hung
gp in the annals of welcome.

“Welcome, Stranger! Welcome"

Where was it vou said?
atch that. What?
don't say! Well, well!
o New York!

We didn't quite
You
Welcome, Stranger,

Once more, please.

Will a Stranger in Town
Admit That He's One?

That tagged key
i the hotel room the clerk gives a visitor

The latchstring i out,

# o be considered as the key to the city
fach was the sense of the meeting at the
ofices of the hotel association the other day,
hostelries wore

@i the views of 114 sup-

ported by civie, educational, industrial and
wereational organizations of New York. The
pood word was, the meeting decided, to in-
treate the peneral understanding of the city's
uvantager and help visitors to take advantage
of these facilities, dispelling the mistaken no-
tion that these facilities take ndvantage of the
visiton.

80 the good word or the slogan—what is n
campaign “Welcome,

Strasger,’” and it

withnut a slogan—is

seems an excellent pman,
shwirz providing we know who is a stranger
2d what i A welcome.
Firs* puzzle, then: Find the stranger, Are
#ere any such in New York, and, if so, will
oy admit it?

B esn be imagined that it would he rathn
éeoncerting to o welcomer to accoét a per
wn who looke like a stranger, only to have the
od codger turn out to be the oldest inhabi-
firt. Or to have the welcomee turn savagely

it him and snort: “Stranger? Stranger nuth-

. 1 wuz hete back in '96; stayed two days,
:'!l“..“ d

Whereat the welcomer will apologize and
#ate in the crass, commercial argol of the day
toat he was merely trying to “sell” him New
York. And the welcomee will sniff that folks
sround here are going some, because back in
"% they only tried to sell him the Brooklyn
Bridge.

R0, s a needle in a haystack proposition.
The stranger, the more savoir faire. The only
"‘-’AIM}! talisman by which a stranger in New
[ork may be spotted is to note some one who
Fhen in Rome is outdoing the Romans.

The stranger enared, how to welcome him?
There's the rub, and the committee knows it.
Without a doubt, improvement is possible over
the methods of the past.

Under the old regime & stranger may have
d.ﬂl-lbted whether he was welcome to New
York. If he arrived by train a brakeman
‘:‘Ek‘"l through the car crying, “Noo Yawk,
Noo Yawk,” without adding a single word as
1 the city's advantages, or if he arrived in
the carly morning the Pullman porter uncere.
Roniously tweaked the sheets and without so
Buch a5 an invocation announced that our city
'“Illﬂ be reached in fifty-five minutes. The
Nisitor would bhe just so interested in New
York he would turn over and go to sleep again.

Once in the city, the visitor would taxi to a
Motel, where the door of the cab would be
ened by & field marshal or an admiral in
il tegalia. Making all haste to turn the
Whicle over o this distinguished personage,
¥ho, of tourse, wag no other than the door-
Mas, the visitor would dismount and allow his

¢ t0 be held for ransom by hellboys, As

$avor o trigid hote! clerk would let him have
L room.

Father Knickerbocker Doesn’t *
¢an To Be Rude .

Out shoppidg, the visitor vrould ask direc-
of a lady behind a counter, only to be
At the box office of a theater that

he would inquire for tickets vainly.
“The folks that live hereabouts,” the seller
inform him, “came around a bit ahead
tme and got the good seats. But you
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The hotel proprietor welcomes his guests in person, after the rmanner and in the

might try that advance-price agency next door

which tomehow or other got a hold of some of
them.”
The visitor felt that, while Father Knicker-

backer had expected him and had a spare
+oom, the old gentleman had vemarked: “You
vty

will have to excuse me, old chap. ¥'m 7
busy. Just knock arvound the place and amuse
vourself, and if there's anything you want, ask

for it."

Some Think It Restful
Not to Know Anybody

There are tome who are of the opinion that
those are thp best sactica to take. A great
deal of New York's charm, they say, lies in the
faet that n person May come here and be un
der the necesfity of knowirg nobody. He can

shed the home-town obligutions. Even his pet

sonal feelings and reactions on the westher

may be his own busines: .
different

But it's planned that things be

now, with the Weleome, Stranger, committes
Of it and for it are hotels, riilroads,

in action.
chambers of commerce, merchants, libraries,
Will Hays

museums, boards of health, pe lice, ¥
and Mayor Hylan. If there are any who dare
stand forth in the face of that imposing array
they are the flat-dwelling families with one
: gut-of-town relatives

exira room and many
11 in line, if the

and even they will likely fa
word “stranger” is strictly congtrued.

This cemmittee is going to welcome stran-
gers and “fight it out on those lines if it takes

gll summer.” Just how? Well, lots of ways.’

) the comnsittee is quite new
I AT arie ) nhinid
1 f the oldtime inn knew how to

ry has fiaaged for us the

a

in his wide-fung

¢ standing
! niling expancively as the stage
od zp, How cheerily he would greet

ouext and lead him by the most direct

1o the waimtcoated taproom, there to

ff 0 I [ sack and recount such rare

warps ard lavs 23 Longfeliow has immortal
1 “Tales of & Wayside Inn.”

ina *he make.un of yore would prove

Tect =4 we soon may reo the mansger,

v of ope of the 114 hos-

» the sommitiec out under

ready ta beg arriving goests

vee i his inn, as Mr. Levering

viicated in the illustration.

The Seld marane - the door, of course,

] nopcd + behind a column so no-

sid sy At him.

The Innkceners of Old
Knew the Tricks

red that the drimming flagons
W sack ar 1t f *he question. That's a

« trouble. As for the yarns
of oid. the host might no sooner open
the *axicab than he would zeize the

by the buttonhole and begin breath-

o lrishmen were walking down the
10 Mike,”

And the traveler, just to keep up his part,
might reply- “Here's a good one a fellah in th’

elc., ete,

spreot, Tat says

that in Paris,”

emokin’ car told me. It scem:
ele., olc.
But no. It wouldn't do, Welcame, where

art thou?

Let the Police Serve
Stmmens of Welcome

But there must be some way to grect tas
millions who blew in annually. Let us turn
f=om the past to Minneapolis, if that is not too
spvere n wrench. It is said it in the custom
‘n those parts that when a policemnn fi=ais a

mator rar with a license tag of another state

ho helts §* and hands the driver a lanT en
volape. The terrified driver thinl
vocoived n summons, but reads within we

1o the effect: "Report to the Autamobile Club,
in

Mr. So-and-So has been nssipr.ed Lo entertai
vop.” There is the germ of a thought. Dut
-5 we might better phrase it: “Report lo

Mirs

perdar
the ‘Folliea' So-and-So has been

signed 1o entertain you. W olcome, Stranger:!”
It is
of preparatory
¥ven while back in the home town

the sense of the commitice that a sort
bareage be laid down for the
welcome,
gtrangers must be made to realize that New
York. when called eold and inhospitabie, not to
sayv unsafe, is slandercd.
For instance, there are all those alarmi

«*ories that appear in the home-lown paper
ander a New York date line, such as the yarn
that bobbed up 1n Oklahoma under the head:
“Much Hooch Sold in New York Hotels.” The
aek and furnish that
paner with a counter the head:
wNo Hooch Sold in New Youk Hotels. It Flows
This should propetly be fol-
¢ health commls-

hotels might come mgni h
story undes

in Restaurants.’
lowed by s manifesto by th

guise of the old-time innkeeper

doner that New York's miik supply is the
£ th world

It's unfortunate the commitiss can’t run

jolly eateh phrase en its letterhead to

nrers ns, “Eat, drinX ar 1 Le weleome,”

w it would be a catch phrase in very sosth.

ancers cannot legally be invited to *drink”

n the penerally accepted sense of the bever-

wwe. The published attitude of the hotel as-

tion « ly equal en-

hether you take that as a

it {s nothing to be gayly

Anc

forcement.
request or A promise
anticipative abuut
Unlike the horse of th: proverb, you can
lead 4 stranger to water in & hot and induce
him to drink it becapse there's nothing else.

But, ah! the grief when they e Lhe ol nose-
bag on the stranger in the A el restaurant
He recards the menu soberly and sadly, and,
like the Chinase, he reads it from right to l=ft,
He's not interested in the gastronomy or the
Freneh of it, but in the mathematics, Where
onse ho would exubsrantly order the breast ou
a partridge he's now eatisfied with the egg of
s hen. From the point of view of receipts,
two checks must spring up where one sprang

befor:.

The Bar Was a Great
Promoter of Appetites

Semething must be done about it in advanze,
Siranmera must be welcomed, and more of ‘em,
Thelr minds must be prepared beforehand,
The prospective visitor reads in 'his home
paper of u series of disturbing incidents in
st preat metropolis of the East and doubts
if he feels adveniurovs enouel to come on.
s where the committee may siep in

That
with copy for the paper showing that it's all &
L
¥
)
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Such Is To Be the
Warmth of Greeting
That in the Blue-Book
Hills of Manhattan
There’ll Be No Trail
of Lonesome Visitors

peaple, Giore
If you figured it up on a

matter of percentage-—more
crimo and seandal
per capita basiz there would be some odious
romparisons, with the odiousness outside of
x"‘-\' }‘{lrk.

hot stull went on in Gopher Prairie, but It

An we remember it, some pretty

would not have got around at all if it hadn't
heen for My, Lewis,

The point I8, the committee rises to state,
that commission of a crime is an overt
aet and the running of a museum, for example,
is not. The result is that stories are sent out
on the erime and aren’t on the museum. The
country reads columns ahout the discovery of
somebody’s torso, hut it is treated only to a
sticks” of type when they find the

whole darn skeleton of a diplodocus,

“eouple of

Correcting Impressiecn That L &
Mew York Is Dangerous 2

That is an

I8 pianning to

Inequality which the committee
There

tory, ll in ull, so many suicides in New Yark

remedy, were, fays a

last year, There were, rebuts the committes,

1 in all g0 many who didn’t commit suicide,
A couple in a taxicab were keold up in Central
Parl Yoen, hut that very nignt so many more
passed through Central Park in taxi-
cnbs without any rude interruption, An in-
explicable elamer broke ‘out on West Ump-
teenth Street last night and a woman was
Ah, but vou sihould have
rame evening,

will checkmate every
maove of those who maintain that New York's
it does customary cordial
ctors.  It's going to take time. There
are a lot of logie-tight minds and hidebound

frames outalde of New York, but on les avrs,

heard to scream
visited the opera the
Thus the committe

doo nat bear the

chers

r, then, that the visitors are duly
launched, New Yorkward, That is where the
raiiroads come in; not to apelt of the grosly
material matter of fares, but in the welcom-
@ 1t every conductor be an
ndvance arent, Tratelers will have all the
Jdrepe even before arriving.  And what an op-
pertunity for those Pullman porter quartets
reported Ly be training! Let

Consitle

ing It ia J.!_;r---“.l th

Wi 1Ty &I

them ecichew the sheet-tweaking act we have
referred to, Let them herald the morn with
entel, tuch aa “God rest yod, merry gentle-
men, let nething you dismay.” At which one
of 1 reiest of the pentlemen may part
the wreen portiéres and exclaim: “1 say, that
doesn’t le upper berths, does it?"

It meht not be o bad schome to establish
nte timit around the eity. The train
onee how hat, Uie parter when brushing off
voul! v whea profféced a reward: “Ne,
than Csubh. We are now within the ten-
nulie L of the preat City of New York, and

c2ept no g Thanking you just
the tame, suh,  Welcome, Stranger.”

Once the otianzer i within cur gates it
may Le possivle to [nstill a spirit of disinter-
ysted welcome into our taxicab drivers. 1t ia
conceivable that holel clerks may be induced
ta sm:ls and proffer the pen of registration
withuu: eonveying the idea that anything one
writes will ko used azairs: one. It may Dbe
that the house detective can be persuaded for
a moment 1o look unsuspicious. What can’t
be done when the cemmittee really warms to

its work? \

There are other little measures that are not
now with the hotel division but never fail to
make & hit with a stranger. Thera's the plse-
inz of flowers in the room and the sending up
of the morning paper with “Good Morning®
stamped thereon,  There's the sanppy assist-
ant manager who makes this a point of ser-
vice and knowing, too, a guest’s name. All
these little things spell welcome.

Of Course, Lowered Rates
Might Be of Help

And, by grecious! Here's a hunch that no-
body seems to have thought of: There's the
lowasring of rates!

It's the darnest thing about strangers and
the public generally. They just won't com-
plain. Rather than say anything they worry
alotig somehow. And yet, they are that sensi-
ble of intimations of welcome they'd be bound
to respond if there was some downward re.
vision of those figures on the menu and in the
cashier's office that aggregate so. )

Ly such means as that, by bureaus of copls
eps information, by puides with kindly couns
gol, 'New York would rid itself of the stigma
of being known es the loneliest eity in the
world, where strangers starve for companions
ghin und entertainment in the midst of plenty.

You couldn't tell where it would end, every-
body would get feeling so welcome. The day
might come when we would have to send over
to Elie Island for some of the immigration
officials and get them into action. And forth
by radio, wire and mail would go the bulletia !

This month's quota of “Strongers, *
Weleome,” from Idahe, Arizona, L
Jugo-Slovia and New Jersey in :
exhauated. However, welcome

other atrangeral




